Sex Abuse Victims Want To Address Nuns Group

National Sisters’ Organization Denies Victims’ Request to Speak

Men And Women Who Were Molested Want To Reach Out To Others

What: 
At a sidewalk news conference, outside a meeting of hundreds of nuns, clergy sex abuse victims will   a) discuss their experiences of being molested by sisters, and b) make a last ditch effort to persuade the nuns to let them address the nuns’ conference 
When: 
Wednesday, Aug. 18, 2:15 p.m.

Where: 
Outside the Fort Worth Convention Center, 1111 Houston Street, Fort Worth, TX (on the eve of the annual Leadership Conference of Women Religious gathering, the largest nuns’ organization) 

Who: 
Four adults who were sexually abused by nuns, along with several other members of SNAP (Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests), including the group’s founder and president 
Why: 
On July 13, outside the LCWR’s national headquarters in Silver Spring, MD, SNAP publicly requested permission to speak to the nuns’ conference but were denied. The LCWR is made up of the heads of some 400 religious orders of nuns and sisters. 
SNAP wants to find and help other victims heal and prevent further abuse. They believe that addressing the full conference is the most efficient and helpful way to do this. 
Though clergy sex abuse has received public attention in recent years, many focus strictly on abusive priests. That leaves men and women victimized by nuns feeling especially ignored and isolated. 

The nuns’ three-day conference officially opens on Thursday. The LCWR is made up of the heads of some 400 religious orders of nuns and sisters. 
SNAP (Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests) is a self-help group of men and women who have been harmed by clergy and religious.  Founded in Chicago in 1989, it now has more than 5,000 members in virtually every state, and monthly support group meetings in 54 cities. (survivorsnetwork.org)

In response to SNAP’s invitation, four LCWR leaders agreed to meet with a small group of victims later this fall in the beginning of October.
Contact: 
David Clohessy of St. Louis, SNAP National Director (314) 566-9790 
Barbara Blaine of Chicago, SNAP President (312) 399-4747
Landa Maureillo-Vernon, Connecticut SNAP Director (203) 687-8072
Steve Theisen, Northeast Iowa SNAP Leader (319) 231-1663
Mary Guentner, Wisconsin SNAP Leader (414) 418-3191
Patricia Cahill, Pennslyvania, SNAP Leader (717) 330-0086
