SNAP

Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests

April 6, 2006
Carole Shinnick, SSND

Executive Director

Leadership Conference of Women Religious

8808 Cameron Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4169

Dear Sister Shinnick,

We ask you to reflect on the following passage:
“As Jesus approached Jericho, the blind beggar Baritmaeus heard the noise of the crowds around Jesus and inquired what was happening.  People told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."  
Bartimaeus already knew Jesus by reputation.  He began to cry out and say, "Jesus, son of David, have pity on me."  
Many rebuked Bartimaeus, telling him to be silent, not to bother Jesus, but Bartimaeus kept calling out even more.  
Jesus heard him and told his disciples to bring the man crying out to him.  And Jesus healed Bartimaeus."     

From: “The Cries of Bartimaeus: How Should Catholics Respond to Clergy Sexual Abuse Survivors?” by Virginia Pickles Jones

We ask to speak at the 2006 LCWR Assembly being held in Atlanta, GA.

As you know, this is our third request to speak to the members of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious.  It is our hope that by allowing us to present to the full LCWR Assembly, we will be able to reach out to survivors of sexual abuse by women religious, educate members of the LCWR about the affects of sexual abuse, and prevent any further abuse.
We believe allowing us to speak fits with LCWR’s admirable goals of:
"Responding to the radical call of the Gospel.”
"Continuing to use our corporate voice and influence in solidarity with people who experience powerlessness or any other form of violence or oppression;" 

"Continuing to promote a positive image of women religious."
The Gospel calls religious and lay Christians to respond to all who have been violated and oppressed- including those sexually abused by nuns and priests.  

For the safety of children, young people, and vulnerable adults, we call on LCRW to become a leader in promoting healing for survivors and families devastated by sexual abuse perpetrated by women religious.  We respectfully ask that you allow survivors time to speak at this year's LCWR Assembly.  Open and honest dialogue will allow healing for victims, religious communities, and the entire Catholic Church.
We look forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely,
Mary Guentner


Steven J. Theisen 

Gabe Assaro

Wisconsin SNAP Leader
Iowa SNAP Director

San Diego SNAP Director
5723 W. Wells Street

123 Celeste Street


Wauwatosa, WI 53213

Hudson, IA 50643

