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Dear Sister Carole Shinnick,

Thank you for your letter agreeing to meet with us on the afternoon of October 3, 2004 in Chicago, IL. We are looking forward to having a dialogue about how our group of survivors and the leadership group of the LCWR can begin to work together to reach out to victims of abuse.

We are also hopeful that this is the first of many meetings that will produce a healthy and healing relationship between us and the Leadership Conference of Women Religious and lead to a plan of hope, respect, and open healing.

As the beginning of September approaches, we would like to propose a time, meeting place, and agenda for our meeting, as October 3rd will surely come quickly.

The Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests has offered the Chicago office for a meeting place. We can meet there at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 2004. The address is 700 North Green Street, Suite 504. From our group, those present will only be the original signers of our letter. One signer may not be able to attend and will be replaced by another survivor of abuse by a nun. In our opinion, the meeting should last about 2 hours.

We would like to begin by telling our stories of abuse at the hands of female religious. As we have stated before, we feel this is an imperative step in our discussion that you hear our stories. It is our hope that in telling you our experiences that you will begin to understand these horrific events on a different level. After we have told our stories, we feel it would only be fair to offer your representatives the floor for an equal amount of time to voice your responses, concerns, and comments.

We would then like to begin the work of creating a clear and concise plan of action that both groups can participate in to aide in the rescue and recovery of victims who are still suffering in silence, loneliness, and despair as well as preventing any future devastation to children and vulnerable adults. We feel that an open and honest discussion where all opinions can be voiced and heard is the best option. Respect, compassion, and honesty should be adopted as the rules of the day. It will be in the sharing of thoughts and ideas that will prove invaluable in this process.

Both of our groups have so many things to offer and can be agents of change to prevent sexual abuse and help heal victim-survivors. The LCWR brings to the table its history for standing up for those who cannot speak for themselves.
The LCWR has access to more than 400 female religious communities who look to you for ideas, opinions, suggestions, and most importantly, leadership. We hope our discussions will become a model for religious women worldwide. We are leaders in SNAP, the largest group in this country that is made up solely of victims of religious abuse. We, unfortunately, are the experts in this field. The abuse is branded in our bodies, minds, and spirits. There is no study, no professor, and no psychologist that can offer the expertise of what victims need to heal more than the victims themselves. If we can begin to work together, we have no doubt that we can stop the cycle of abuse in female religious communities and be an example to the Catholic community and hierarchy that victims and the leadership of the Church can work together in preventing these crimes against children and vulnerable adults from happening again.

We look forward to hearing from you regarding our proposal for this first meeting. And, in the spirit of the idea of sharing ideas, please let us know if there is a specific topic that you would like addressed.

Best wishes,
Landa Mauriello-Vernon, Lmv125@comcast.net     203-687-8072
Steve Theisen, Ltreggiefan@cs.com     319-231-1663
Mary Guentner, Megmeg@execpc.com    414-418-3191
Jack Lavino, Jacklavino@comcast.net   720-313-5356
