For Immediate Release

VICTIMS OF SEXUAL ABUSE BY NUNS SPEAK OUT
SNAP LEADERS WANT TO ADDRESS NATIONAL GATHERING OF NUNS

SNAP URGES NUNS: REACH OUT TO VICTIMS, RELEASE OFFFENDERS NAMES
WHAT: Victims of abuse by nuns, their supports, and SNAP members and leaders with signs and pictures will pass out leaflets to assembly attendees.

WHEN:  11:00am Saturday, August 20th 

WHERE: Anaheim Convention Center, 800 West Katella Ave.

CONTACTS: 
Mary Grant, SNAP Western Regional Director, (626) 419-2930



Mary Guentner, SNAP Wisconsin Leader, victim of nun, (414) 418-3191

The Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) is holding their 50 year anniversary assembly in Anaheim on 8/19-23.  The LCWR website - www.lcwr.org – states that LCWR is “the association of the leaders of congregations of Catholic women religious in the United States.  The conference has approximately 1000 members, who represent about 95 percent of the 75,000 women religious in the United States.”  
SNAP leaders who were sexually abused by nuns have written to LCWR asking to speak at the assembly.  SNAP’s request was denied.  Victims are upset and confused by this denial.  LCWR met once with SNAP in 2004 but rejected victims suggestions and has made no attempt to reach out to victims of nuns.
SNAP will attempt to give a letter to LCWR leadership offering again to address their members.  SNAP wants to help leaders of women religious reach out to victims, understand the damage caused by abusive nuns, and prevent further abuse from happening.  
Victims will leaflet conference attendees asking them to take action.

Victims are concerned that sexual abuse of children perpetrated by nuns remains hidden.  Nuns have been able to hide behind the attention focused on abuse by priests.  It is very difficult for any victim of sexual abuse to come forward- it is much more painful for the victim of a nun.  
The problem of abusive nuns is widespread.  SNAP has members across the country who were abused by nuns as infants, children, teens, and vulnerable adults.  Nuns have abused children for decades.  One SNAP member was sexually abused by a nun in 1928 at 6 years of age.  
This problem must be resolved.
Recent research supports victims concerns.  A recent study by Kaiser Permanente biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050706/sfw080) found that female perpetrators are more common than previously thought.  The study found that women abuse both girls and boys.  
The leaders of orders of women religious must publicly acknowledge that nuns sexually abuse children, reach out to victims and stop further abuse.

