8/20/2005

Carole Shinnick, SSND

LCWR Executive Director

Leadership Conference of Women Religious

8808 Cameron Street

Silver Spring, MD 20910-4269

Dear Carole Shinnick,

Thank you for your letter of August 12, 2005.  

While we appreciate your reply we are disappointed that the LCWR officers and national board have decided that your national assembly is not the venue where productive conversations and dialogue can occur regarding the sexual abuse of children by Catholic religious women.  It is difficult to understand how a dialogue between victims and leaders of women religious could not be productive.

Your letter states that LCWR has and will continue to provide its member congregations with resources and opportunities to deepen their understanding of the impact of sexual abuse.  

What better resource than victims themselves?  What better opportunity to deepen understanding of the impact of sexual abuse than by hearing the life experiences of victims?

The best way to know how to reach out to and help victims is by getting feedback from victims.  The most effective way to prevent future abuse from happening is to encourage victims to come forward.  The surest to keep children and the community safe is to identify nuns who have perpetrated abuse and remove them from positions where they have access to children.  

We ask you to reconsider your decision and allow victims to speak to your assembled members this weekend.  In your letter you say that you believe LCWR is in concert with our hope for healing of victims and prevention of future harm- listening to victims during your assembly would give substance and meaning to those words.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Gabrielle Azzaro

Mary Grant



Mary Guentner

SNAP San Diego Leader
SNAP Western Regional Director
SNAP Wisconsin Leader
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